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COUNTRY POLICE RESOURCES 
Grievance 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [9.22 am]:  My grievance today concerns the failure of the Minister for Police 
and Emergency Services to address the law and order needs of our country communities.  In particular, I will 
speak about police stations and police resources.  I am really genuine in bringing this grievance today.  I have 
highlighted facts in the House before.  I have a fear that there will be a major incident with prisoners in country 
Western Australia at one of our police stations or in transit, and we do not want a repeat of what happened last 
Thursday.  Under this minister there has been a consistently high number of police vacancies in country WA.  
The police stations themselves are below the required safety standards, and there is no real commitment to the 
future of country police stations.  Country police officers are holding and transferring prisoners by unsafe means 
because cell facilities and staff numbers are inadequate.  These are all factors contributing to a major increase in 
the risk to public safety.  We have warned the minister previously about these problems.  However, similar to the 
Supreme Court warnings, those warnings have been ignored. 

The minister recently tabled documents in this place indicating that eight country police districts are operating 
below their official authorised strength.  As at 31 March 2004, there were 46 fewer police officers in regional 
Western Australia than there should have been.  The minister has made no inroads into filling those positions.  In 
fact, the number of vacant positions has risen from about 36 in July 2003 to 46 in March 2004.  As indicated by 
this number of vacancies, the minister has done little to resolve this issue.  It worries me that it does not seem 
that the minister is committed to country police services.  I feel that lives are being put at risk. 

There are insufficient police officers to deal with the safe watch and transportation of prisoners.  Too often 
police officers are required to keep a 24-hour watch over high-risk prisoners because the holding cells are not 
safe or have no video surveillance.  That is a fact.  When this happens, the consequence is that a police officer 
must watch the cell, so there is one fewer police officer doing the jobs that the police should be doing in the 
town.  Too often prisoners are held in police vans or cars outside the police station.  That is the only alternative 
because of the absence of safe cells or additional police officer support.  This happens.  I have seen it happen in 
towns in my region.  Too often not enough police officers are present to watch prisoners while documentation is 
processed.  I have received accounts in my area of prisoners sitting in the front office of the police station so that 
the police officer, because he is the only one there, can complete his duties or make phone calls to other officers.  
It cannot be safe to have a prisoner sitting in the front office.  Too often police officers are required to transfer 
prisoners to safe cells.  Again, this increases public risk and takes those officers away from their policing duties. 

Public safety in country communities is not helped by the fact that less than 25 per cent of prison cells in police 
stations throughout country WA comply with the custodial standards established following the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.  In addition, many premises fail to meet the requirements of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act.  I have highlighted to the minister in this place previously the situation with 
these cells.  However, the minister has done little to address these serious deficiencies.  I have inspected a 
number of police stations in my area and in other areas of Western Australia, with the permission of the Minister 
for Police, and I am thankful for that.  One thing worries me.  In Narrogin, for example, when prisoners are 
transferred, they must be held in one cell.  Quite often, the number of prisoners being transferred well exceeds 
the number of police who must transfer them.  Once again, that creates a very unsafe situation.  That is a genuine 
concern.  I said at the start of this grievance that I am genuinely concerned about this.  That is why I am raising 
this grievance.  This is not just a fly-by-night thing; these facts really concern me. 
I have listed previously some 21 stations in the country that were deemed to be in need of urgent capital works.  
The minister has allocated little more than $1 million to be shared among those 21 stations.  We welcome the 
$1 million; however, by the minister’s own admission, the funding will assist with only minor works, such as 
electrical upgrades, security fencing and minor building works.  For example, in my area once again, just 
$35 000 has been allocated to upgrade the facilities at the Narrogin and Williams Police Stations, which are 
acknowledged as having some of the worst working and operational conditions.  That allocation is totally 
inadequate and will not remove serious operational impediments faced by police officers at both those stations.  
This means that valuable police time will continue to be absorbed by police officers having to escort prisoners to 
the nearest appropriate cell, which might be several hours away in Perth or Albany.  The officer in charge at one 
of those police stations continues to work out of a small storage room.  It is just not good enough.  The safety 
concerns there need to be addressed; otherwise there will be another incident.   
The situation is the same in Esperance; it is also untenable.  The minister has allowed that to continue, which is a 
fair indication of her lack of commitment to country policing. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts:  What a load of nonsense. 
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Mr T.K. WALDRON:  We have also seen the abysmal conditions at Jurien.  We have inspected these stations 
and seen them at first hand. 
Before I finish, I will highlight the fact that the minister led the charge - I have spoken about this on many 
occasions in this House - in the demise of the successful, community-driven Safer WA program.  The 
responsibility for prevention programs has been given to local government, and already those programs are 
dropping off, as we said they would.  
In conclusion, with country policing and public safety issues, the minister has failed to provide for the upgrade 
of country police stations and cells to meet custodial and occupational safety and health standards.  She has 
failed to provide a safe and modern work environment for country police officers, to provide a suitable standard 
of housing for country police officers and their families, to attract police so that the unfilled positions can be 
filled, to provide appropriate incentives for country-based police officers, and to address public safety in the 
country.  When and how will the minister address these issues?  
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.30 am]:  The Gallop 
Government has done more for country police in Western Australia in the past three years than the previous 
Government did in eight years.  I note that a member of the National Party had the police portfolio for four of 
those years and did little to address circumstances.  Western Australia has in excess of 150 police stations, of 
which approximately 75 per cent are in regional Western Australia.  The Government is certainly aware that 
many of the stations are more than 30 years old and require upgrading.  The police station infrastructure we 
inherited from members opposite was abysmal, and they had not done much for the lockups.  Now, of course, 
they expect this Government to pick up the pieces and start repairing the damage that was not repaired when they 
were in government.  We have been going about doing that.  For three and a half years we have also been 
working with the Police Service to develop and implement a program to either replace or upgrade police stations.  
We have already invested significant funds to that end, with many more committed.   
With regard to new capital works in country areas, of the 14 new police stations that the Government has 
committed to 11 are in country communities including Newman, Laverton, Warburton, Balgo, Kalumburu, 
Bidyadanga, Dampier Peninsula, Jigalong, Warakurna and Warmun.  Capital funding of $10 million has been 
made available for these facilities from 2003-04.  Planning is under way for the first phase of the roll out of these 
multifunctional police facilities at Warburton, Balgo and Kalumburu, with construction commencing in 2004-05.  
Planning will commence on facilities at Bidyadanga, Dampier Peninsula, Jigalong, Warakurna and Warmun in 
2004-05.  Importantly, a full-time interim service to the communities of Warburton and Balgo is being provided 
while infrastructure is developed, and an officer has been stationed at Kintore in the Northern Territory to 
provide services to border communities straddling Western Australia and the Northern Territory. 

The new $4.25 million police station at Carnarvon will replace the existing Carnarvon Police Station that was 
built in 1969 and designed to accommodate eight personnel.  The current complement of staff is in excess of 30.  
The building has undergone a number of minor alterations and additions over its 35-year life to accommodate 
increasing staff numbers.  The building has reached a stage at which it no longer meets current policing 
standards.  The new police station will be designed to meet contemporary policing standards, including office 
accommodation, interview rooms, custodial facilities, staff amenities and storage.  The custodial facility will be 
enhanced to accommodate overnighting of Department of Justice prisoners in transit from Roebourne and 
Broome Regional Prisons.  The total cost of the new station is $4.25 million.  Planned expenditure for 2004-05 is 
$800 000, and planning and design will be completed during 2004-05, with occupancy scheduled for late 2006.   
In addition, the Government has committed to building two police district facilities, a new police-justice 
complex at Albany and a new Kimberley police district complex.  The Kimberley district complex, which was 
announced in the Government’s 2004-05 budget, will replace the current Broome Police Station, which was built 
in 1966 to accommodate a staffing establishment of eight officers.  Over the years the approved staffing 
complement has grown more than fivefold, operating 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The growth in officer 
numbers has been significant, and we are moving to address the resulting accommodation problems.  The total 
cost of that complex is $9.9 million, with expenditure of $700 000 planned for 2004-05 and completion 
scheduled for 2008.  In addition, $1.4 million has been spent on minor building upgrades to regional police 
stations in the past three years.  Over the same period some $1 million was spent on replacement equipment in 
regional police stations.  This includes communication, photographic, radio, scientific and traffic equipment.  An 
estimated $3.5 million has been spent on the maintenance of regional police stations over the past three years. 
As for the recurrent police budget, the Government has injected an extra $173 million or a nearly 40 per cent 
increase since the Court Government’s last budget in 2000-01.  The budget was $442.1 million in 2000-01 
compared with our injection of $615.9 million into the Police Service operating budget.  The increase for 2004-
05 is $64.2 million, which is equivalent to an 11.6 per cent increase from last year’s budget estimate.  This has 
already flowed through into significant budget increases for country police regions and districts.  I could go 
through each of the regions for the benefit of the member.  The north eastern region in 2000-01 had a budget of 
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$48 million and now has a budget of $62.9 million, which is a 31 per cent increase.  Among the areas the 
member has been talking about, the southern region in 2000-01 had a budget of $35.8 million and now has a 
budget of $50.7 million, which is a 41 per cent increase since we have come to government, which is very 
significant.   

The Government has delivered on crime statistics, and not just in country areas.  Thirteen out of 14 districts 
reported an improvement in July 2003 to March 2004 compared with 2002-03.  The Government has done much 
more to support country policing than members opposite ever dreamed of.  The Government introduced the 44-
hour week into some areas, which has had a marked effect on policing.  This means that in a police station like 
that in Kalgoorlie, there is the equivalent of an extra police officer because of an extra 40 hours working time in 
the week.   

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  They get six weeks holiday a year. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  There has been no change to the holiday allocation.  What a load of rubbish.  Police 
officers have always had six weeks holiday a year.  That is based on the fact that other people have about 10 
days of public holidays a year that police officers do not get.   

The fact of the matter is that we have offered further incentives to police officers to go to country areas by 
offering an additional $3 000 or $1 500 allowance. 

Mr T.K. Waldron:  What about cells?  They are important. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The member has complained about the number of police officers in country areas.  In the 
north eastern region in February 2001 there were the equivalent of 709.5 officers and on 31 May 2004 there were 
723, which is an increase of 13.5 officers.  In the southern region there were 609.2 in February 2001 and 658 in 
May 2004, which is an increase of the equivalent of 48.8 police officers.  The Government has a great story to 
tell on country policing.  We delivered a lot more than those opposite ever did.   
 


